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Summary

Monmouth Archaeology carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief\Males
& West Utilities during the groundworks connected with the renewal of gas mains
in Monmouth ¢entred aNGR SO 509 12§.

Discoveries during the four montbng contract raged from the Middle Stone
Age to the 19 century and included mater from the Mesolithic (flint
implements and wastdyon Age (a pdery sherd), tie 15 centurymilitary Roman
phase (pottery antone),evidence of ite Roman town ot B | e s(poitew,m 6
roads and iron working), the Middle Ages (pottery, wood, cess, ditch fill and
roads), posmedieval (pottey, roads and drainage systems) together with
industrial and later featuresd material
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Introduction

Monmouth Archaeology carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief for Amec
Utilities during the groundworks connectedth the renewal of gas pipés
Monmouth ¢entred at NGR SO 509 18

Monmouth Archaeology wishes to acknowledge the help givenMr. Paul
Morgan andMr. Dave Spencer andby all the officers, foremen and staff of the
groundwork contractoren the varioussites. The unit is also rgteful for the help

it hasreceived from Mr. Neil Maylan and the staff of Monmouthshire County
Council's archaeological advisothe GlamorgarGwent Archaeological Trush
Swansea

The unit is indebted to Dr. Elizabeth Walker of #hengueddfa CymruNational
Museum of Wales antr. Jeremy KnightDr. Paul CourtneyMr. A.L. Sockett
andDr. Peter Webster, Dr. Mark Redknap, Dr. Gorddwok, Councillor Susan
Chivers,Mr. Paul Davies Mr. Stuart Wilson, Melanie Chivers, Colin Harris and
other members of Monnubh Archaeological Society.

Our main photographer i8ir. Denis Loffhagen and our reconstruction and
interpretation artist idMr. Peter Bere; Felicity Taylor reported on the animal
bones.

Objectives

The objective of the Archaeological Watching Briefvere to safeguard any
archaeological remains and toderstand the naturelate and extent ofany
archaeologicafeatures andleposits which exied on the proposed development
site. All remains of potential interest were recorded and finds retained.

Methodology

The first groundworks consisted of thmachine excavation of location pits
followed by thelargertrenches fothe renewal of the gapipes in theupperparts

of the town of Monmouthand in the Mayhill/Wyesham area. Whilst the town
excavations wer fully monitored, only theareas consideredikely to be
archaeologically sensitive were covered in Mayhill/\Wyeshamareaalthough
regular visits were carried oubd them all These occasional visitsproduced
negative resultand arenot discussed irhe report.

Stephen Clarke angane Bray of Monmouth Archaeologyerepresent during the
excavation work and the programme of archaeological worktla@dnitigation

excavationswere carried out to the Institute for Archaeologis&andards for
Archaeologcal Watching Briefs'.



Where possiblearchaeologists were present during eatlcavationsin order to
monitor the work and to examine the spoil. All pits and the varsmesionsof
trenches were numbered aretorded on thelans supplied by Wales & Wes
Utilities while the contexts were numbered as part of a continuous numbering
system

A photographic record was maintained throughout ghgect while plans and
sections were drawn and context records were kept in accordance with normal
archaeologicapractice.

The finds were related to the contexts in which they originated and were examined

and reportedon by recognised specialists A geological examination of the
ancient river bank and flood plain at t
J a mé&aguare was made by Tim Young while radiocarbon studies otadla

from St. J a maarsididl oub byr tieeeScottish dJgiversities Research

Centre, Edinburgh.Roman pottery was examined by Mr. A.L. Socket and Dr.

Peter Webster, Medieval pottery by Garke and the animal bones by Felicity

Taylor. Mr. Denis Loffhagen was the main photographer and Mr. Peter Bere
produced various interpretations and reconstruction drawings

Historical Background

Monmouth is widely acknowledged as being one of the ma&nsitive
archaeological areas in Wales witmains from the Stone Agmwards. There is
evidence of Bronzége and Iron Agesettlementwhile a First Century Roman
Fort was establisheth the townduring the Roman Invasion. his was followed
bythe Roma i ndustri al town call e@arloAe)est i um.
settlement which was oweun by the Normans who established one of the first
stone castleby approximatelyAD1080when theyalsolaid out much of the town
as it is today.A large part ofthe Norman town wasonstructecacross the flood
plain between the two rivers as Monnow Streét with predictable results. his
produceda remarkable series of preserved house,sitegesidents encouraged
their floors to rise in response to the flsod



The Archaeology

Location pits were machine excavated prior todlgging of the trenches for the
renewal of thesome sections ofjas pipe. The areas (pits and sections of the
trenches) whichwere consideredo be of importance andgroviding significant
informationon the depth of the archaeological resowd/or findsare discussed
below.

Aqgincourt Street(See town plan 1Fig. 2 pg 5

Excavationl, SO 50740 1278§SeeFig. 4, Section AB, South section

This site was exploredwith a small sondageo approximatelyl.30m below
ground level buthe naturalhorizonwas not reached. Ait.20m a lighter brown
very damploam (005)was encountered whiclas coveredby a brown sticky
loam containing charcoal004). Between Contexd031 (the darkerorange clay
and the road makep) i wasan orange/red clawith occasionabloomery iron
slag.

Modern road level

001 Road makeup

002 Clay/slag

003 Darker clay

004 Brown sficky loam

005 Lighter brown sticky loam ]



Agincourt Street, Monmouth : Excavation 1 : SectioB ASouth Section
Excavations, SO5080712804(SeeFig. 5, section CD, North sectioh
The majority of thisexcavatiorrevealeda disturbed context of y@eposited clay,
stones and various pipes (0I&)low the road makeup (012However, n the
north section ar?18" century drainvas exposed The drain was directly outside
No. 9 AgincourtStreet which was built in 1756. Tiveall (015) of the drain,
which seeradto curve slightly, was constructed wikinicks measuringdins x 9
ins X 2.50ins.The base of the drain (016) and the capping (014) were made of
sandstone slabs.The drain cappingvas 0.60m below the present road level.
Below the slab base was a compacted layer of slag (017) which may have been
laid in connection with the construction of the drain or it may beldnroad
surface.

|
1
|
|
'
| o8
|
|
|
|

Modem road level

| 012 Road makeup !

13 Loom/pebblessione i

I
0
| 01_sanasone copping )

|
o8 !
Distubed context with various pipes |

|

Compacted siag

il

Fig.5
Agincourt Street, Monmouth : Excavation 5 : Sectie®North Section



EastExtensionto Excavations, SO 50805 1280&eeFig. 6, plan)

In the eastern extension texcavation5 a substantial timbeplank (030) was
revealedat 1.18m bedw ground level Approx. 2.00mof the timbemwas exposed

it wasrunning roughly north west/south east but had bme&rbythe insertion of

the previougyas pipe The timber measured 0.25m wide by 0.09m deep and was
set into the hard clay (032).

The tmber extended beyond both edges of the trench and was set in a slot in the
natural clay and packed around with pebbles, clay and iron slag. A layer of very
black organic material had accumulated close to the timber, suggestimgftieat

the ditch was wier than originally thought perhaps something like the Clawdd

Du ditch at Overmonnow or more likely that some of theditch fill had been
thrown up from the below The layercontainedpreserved plants, bones and even
fragmentsof leather. The rest of lte excavation wasut into a disturbed context
(029) with the road makeup (028) above

Excavations, Extenson: Timber030 Timber 030andorganic031

Excavation 5Extension: Timber 030




Excavation 5, looking soutbast
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Agincourt Street, Monmouth : Plan of East Extension to Excavation 5



Excavation, SO50743 12826

Light brown, sandy (024), probably natural, was reached at 1 dfovethis was
a light brown clayish soil (023)Context 022 at Q55mwas a cleangdark soil with
charcoal flecks, it containeaccasional slag angdasvery similar to garden loam
except for its very sticky naturé extended to 1.00m below road levé&lontexts
024/023 and 02are the types of depositsand straification seen to the rear of
burgage plots in Monmouth

This excavationwas inteesting for its negative resultbor a few metres to the
north, previousservice excavatios exposed a ground surface with fiavian
pottery which was believed to be ids the knowrRomanfort at 1.07m below the
road surface(Monmouth Archaeology RepomilA48.09

Excavation §Looking towards Monnow St. Excavation 6 Stratification



Excavation7, SO50833 12750

The majoity of this excavation wasnto disturbeddeposits backfilling earlier
excavationg035) tothe base ofthe trenchat 1.00m. However, @ the northeast

at approximately 0.90rbelow the road surface, layer of compacted slag (036),
appears to ba roadsurface lying over thside of the bailey ditch, covering the
blackorganicrich ditch fill (037).

The upperfill of the ditch containedlack bones, some preserved wood and
leather The pottery finds are of Mcenturydate exceptfor a base sherdfoa
Samianvesselwhich camdrom the clay on the edge of the ditch

The present road makeup (03#s0.30min depth

Excavation 7, Lookingpwards St. John Street  Excavation 7, Edge of ditch



Glendower StreefSee town plan 1Fiqg. 2, pq 5)

Excavation8, SO5024 12746

Natural clay (047) was reached at 1.45m. A pit at 1.10m on title oicthe trench
was cut into thsamelayer. The length (east/westyhich wasrunning in line with

the street was approximately 1.50m at the top of the cut and the depth
approximately 0.40m. The upper fill of the pit wiaard red clay with charcoal,
burnt bone as well asith Roman pottery. Thisayer peeled off cleanly from the
lower fill (046) at 1.40mwhich was heavywith charcoal andburnt bone
(identified by Mrs. Felicity Taylor aprobablybovine)and Roman pottery. On
the south side was a sticky browwmam with charcoaland a sherd of Roman
pottery (044)

On the norttsideg soft, sandy silt with charcoal (042) extended to 1.10m. On the
north and south compressed, clean silt (041) lay below the modern road makeup
(039) The rest of the excavatiomascut into deposits which had been didted

by pipe trenchef040).

\ ~ Roman

i
b

\  surface

Excavation 8, looking nortlvest Excavation 8Context 046



Excavation31, SO 50927 12777

R
Softwdod
post'Y\\

Site ofExcavation 31

Natural clay was revealed at 0.87m (141). A round wooden post (139)

approximately0.10m in diameter, protruded above the clay by 0.20m.

The total length of the post was 0.75m ending in a squared off point. The majority
of the trench was disturbed (138) below the modern road makeup (137) to the clay
level at 1.00m.The post was examed by Dr. Nigel Nayling but as it was soft

wood it was not suitable for tree ring datisgmples have been sent to the

Scottish Universities Environmental Research centre for radio carbon dating.
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Excavation 31, woaghpostcut into natural

Excawation 45, SO50915 12773See Fig.7, Section EF, North west sectign
Natural brown clay (180) was reached at 0.88ns appearedasa slightly more
greyish colour just below the pit (17@&hich wascut into it. The loam fill (178)
of the pit containea singlesherd of Roman pottery. Hard brown clay with slag
and charcoal extended tdB86m over much of the excavation anbad surface of
slag with some stonewas recorded at 0.65m. A laysontainingplaster, glasand
somebone (176) lay beneath theodern road surface (175)



Modem road level

174 Road make-up ‘

AP )

175 Earlier road make-up

176 Plaster, bone glass efc
177 Hard brown/salg/charcoal

Ptcut179—

180 Natural brown clay 180 Natural brown clay
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Fig. 7
Glendower Street, Monmouth : Excavation 45 : Sectidn Horth West Section

St . J 0 h (SéestowB plan éFggt2, pg. H

During several of the excavations runnifigm the end of Glendower tet,
alongStJohnds Street to the junction with Mc
wererevealed Appearing at amverage depth of 0.9Qrtheroadconsistednainly

of solid iron slagfused togetheithe slagpecame completely black on exposure to

the airand was extremely hardWhere sectioned the road was around 0.30m

thick. There were some stones apebbles inparts of the road surfacdut

otherwise the road fabric appeared to be solid iron slag.



Looking west along St. Johnds Street

Excavation9, SO50700 12805(See Fig8, Section GH, South east sectipn

At the junction with Monnow Stregthe roadsurface(051)was slightly higherat
0.75m Below 051 a gritty, hard, brown loam wasposedn the east section at
approxmately 0.95m. The top of &uncatedlime-mortared wall (053)which
turned out to bepart of a largedrain, wasfound at a depth of 1.15m below the
road surfaceThis drain would have discharged into the main Monnow Street
drainage system which is saiol be running centrally down the streetln this
case, hemajority of the stonework was obscuredlater pipes



The rest of the trench wakig intodisturbedground(049) with some stone, slag
and clay backfill (050) in the e&shsection. Naturalred clay (052) was reached
at 0.85m.

A substantial stone kemgas found to be running alongsittee modern pavement.

St. John Streetooking west

S e il S G R N G T
ﬂ,(/ }',S\,"__( ;7 ’E U

Monnow Street Monnow Street earlier stonerke
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Modern road level { 190 Kerb l

191 Road make-up

192 Dark loam./slag

193 Guitty
194 Dark grey

195 Orange clay
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- L _______1[

I 49 0O 0
1 metre

Fig. 8

Trench from Excavation 9 (St. Johnsos

South East Section

Excavationl8, SO5075812780

A small sectionof the old road (082) was reached at 0.90m. Set into the northern
edge of the road was lalock of sandstoe and a large quartz pebble (083),
possibly the remains of central gulley.

A mortared brickstructurewas revealed in the south west corner of the excavation
at approximately 0.20m deephis brickwork continued belowhe bottom of the
excavationandjutted out into the trench approximately 0.20mA pit (080) had
beencut on the soutland extended to a depth of 0.90my#s packed with stones
(079).

Early road

Excavaton 18, part of early road with
gulley



Excavation 18, part of early road, stratification

Excavation 20SO5075812779

A sondage was cut through the rd@91) revealingit to be0.30min depth The
sondagevasextended to a depth of 1.20m at which natural orange(8f8) was
reached. Some large pebb(892)were pressed into the $ace of the clay.The
majority of the trench was disturbed with old pipes (090) below the present road
makeup (089).

A

Natural ?

Excavation 20Showing early road (Iefi91) Excavation 20Showing thickness of early
and natural (brevn clay in the sondagé93) road (091) and natural



ChippenhamqgateStreet(See town plan 1Fig. 2, pg.5)

Excavation29, SO50895 12718
Solid clay presumed naturalyas reached at 1.30(27), this was covered by
redepositd natural clay {26).

A plank of timber 125), measurind).20mwide andat leas®.75mlong was found
running into north sectiorat a depth of 1.00m. The timber was lying on
redeposited clay which produced a sherd®18" tin glazedpottery.

A small area of stone (123pf two courses and worn smooth on the surfacay
be the fabric o&n earlier road. The remains of another road surfaceravealed
at 0.75mcomposedf slag and cobbles (122). Much of the treacka had been
disturbedby old pipes (121) below the present road makeup (120).

Excavation 29, Chippenham Gate Excavation 29, Timber 025



Almshouse Street (See town planBig 2, pg.5)

Excavation 48S050953 12798 See Fig9, Section QR)

A sondage wsa excavatehto orange claywhich containedsome pebbles, fired clay and
slag (268)this had beemeached at 1.83rand not bottomed at 1.90rAbove the orange
clay, was a layer ajritty, grey claycontaininga few pieces obloomery ironslag(266);
this layer wasrather&cleard- somewhatike old garden soiind except for itsolourwas

i denti cal t ger sefaratingdRoinam drgrhMedidviperiodson other sites
aroundMonmouth.

A dark, gritty, organidayer with some sla@265)lay aboveContext 266andextended to
1.78n. An earlier road surfacepmposedmostly of pebbles with some slgd89), was
reachedht 1.15m and extended to 1.3B&low ground level.Dark loam and stone (188)
coveredContext 189 wiile pebbles and loose cobblestened to 1.05m(187) this was
succeeded bynade up gound composed oftone, pebbles, loam arfwlicks (186)and
wasfollowed bythe modern roadurface(185).

i ,

o X,

Almshouse Street Excavations Almshouse Street Excavations
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| 185 Road makeup l

186 Slag/ stone

ebbles/icose cobbles _g)

188 Pebbles/cobbles

189 Road made up of cobbles and pebbles '
“—/———-—‘N

| i P SRS I
265 Hard black gritty/some slag |

Grey clay
I Bands of slag

| 266 f
I
I
!

r227 Compacted slag

268 Cdmpacted clay”
= some pebbles_ __|

Sondage

1 metre

Fig. 9
Almshouse Street, Monmtiu: Excavation 48 : Section-R, South East Section



Excavation 53S0 50872 128085ee Figl0 & 11, Section MN, South east

section and SectionO-P, North west sectign

A cut (274) in thenorth-west section of the trenchas filled witha soft cesdike
depositwhich contained medievatooking pottery (272). Part of this deposit
excavated to 1.75m below the present road surface but the bottom was not
reached.

Stoned
£ Modern.
r'oaol »

Road
surface

A slag road surface (273) wdsund at 1.10m and i ran over another road
surface composedf pebbles andron slag (271) which was reached at 0.60m.
Above Context 271 various disturbances (270) were topped by the modern road
makeupand metalling269).



) 269 Modern road

B89 MEKOMIGR

270 Distubances

270 Disturbances

271 Eatier road/slag/poebbles

271 Eatlier road/slag/pebbles

272 Soft cess lke deposit I

272 Soft cess like deposit

Figs. 10 & 11
Almshouse Street, Monmouth : Excavation 53
Section MN, South East Section &ection OGP, North West Section



Wyebridge Street (See town plank2qg. 3, pg.6)

Wyebridge Street Main Trench

The excavationsear Wyebridgerevealed the foundations of theepiously
demolished buildings of Granville Street and Wyebridge Street together with
demolition rubble (198/200/202) below the topsoil (197/199/201an average
depth of 2mAfter running up the remains tiie eastern side &Vyebridge Street
frontagethe trench cut out into the middle of Wyebridge Streetdntinue up to
St. Jamesod Street.

Wyebridge Stredboking northwestat the
junction of the main trench from Granville Street



At the junction of the main trench from Granvilleegtr and the grassed area over
the pavement on to Wyebridge Street (SO 51062 12843).

Here, the upper part of the silts and sands of the ancient alluvial deposits on the
banks of the river (253) produced flint artefacts and waste of Mesolithic (Middle
Store Age) date. The assemblage here is similar to that which was to be found in
St . J a mdéSedrepddttom thesd finds by Dr. Elizabeth Walk&he Finds
Summary, pgs3).

The prehistoric alluvial sands were directly covered by a layer of iron slag wast
from the bloomery furnaces which were working here during Roman and medieval
times (252)A Samian rim sherd from this context has been examined by Dr. Peter
Webster who reports that it is a Samian form 33 from Central Gaul. He says that
the form was mae throughout the Central Gaulish exporting period (c.A.D-120
200) but was most popular in the Antonine period.



‘Roeman -
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Mesolithic - .
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Ancient & |
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Section at SO 51062 12843



iron -
working
Natural

flood plain
withy flints

House
"2 foundati®h
and trench

Wyebridge Stredboking south

The main trenclalongthe centre of Wyebridge Street from SO 510@&4320 St.
JamesOd Street

At the bottom of the cut surface composed of large stones (256) similar to
cobbles, was bedded in sand and pebbhlegh may be a natural river deposit
(261) This depth was only reached at the very lowest end of the trenchtelose
the junction with the Granville Streekcavationsand may be an early road or the
foundation for the layer of crushed brick and limertar which succeeded it
(255). This layer varied in thickness up to 0.40m and ran almost to the end of the
street Besi des itdos gener al appearance a str
straight edge on the eastern side of the Altove 255 the modern road was based

on a thick layer of hardcore, rubble and even concrete (254) which appears to have
been raised alost as a single eventhe foundation trench (250) and stone
foundation (249) of one of the houses cun@xts 252 and 253he associated

with dark loam and stone (251Fontext 202 and the modern road/pavement
(201).



Wyebridge Street
Lookingeast (left) and west (right) and showing edge of crushed brick and lime mortar



St. Jameso6 Strelkd 3, pg6)See town plan 2
Disturbed areas of slaghich arethought to be arealy road appearect various

I nterval s al on,qat dS§ths of bedwmen DFT0m Sahdr 0e96m below the
present road surface. This seems likely to be of Roman date

St. Jamesod Street, trg081db27/370ut si de House
A small area of flastone (239) was revealed at appmoately 1.20m in the trench
outside Hous#o. 15. A single rim of Samian ware pottery was found embedded in the
stone along with a tew pieces of slag.

St. James O sdthwestet | ookSitng Jamesd Street | ooking

.Flat stone
239

: S
W

3,

&

~

St. Jamesd6 Street trench (SO50911 12737



St. Jameso tBereenctrencbfasSt. Jamesd Str
SO 51073 12933 outside House Na. RBee Figl2, ction ST, North west sectioand
SectionU-V, South east sectipn

Summary
The sands of the flood plain were exposed towards the end of the trench at the junction
with St. Jameso6 Square. At the | owest |

top of he layer. It was from the uppeart of the layeithat Mesolithic material was
recovered together with a sherd of native pottery of a form known to be of late Iron Age
date(seeradio carbon dateg\ppendix Q.

The flood plain sands were sealed by a samfi&l layer of pebbles which have the
appearance of being a stratified deposit on a river bank. There was no dating from this
layer but it was sealed by a heavy deposit of iron slag, believed to be Roman, which in
turn was beneath the medieval and lab@drconstructions.

y
Z

St. Jamesod0 Street trenfghl2xpd3@wi ng positi ol



The stratii‘ibati'tfﬁ was “ahs follows:

240
241
242
243
244

245
246
247
248
249

>

Modern road surface makeup to 0.35m.
Hardcore

Broken brick/mortar/stone

Medieval and later road makep.

Iron slag, in parts similar to road surfaces, but mostly a rather jumbled layer of consolidated iron

slag.

Reddish clay in pebbly surface of Context 246 (pebbles/sand deposit on river bank)

Pebbles and sand of riveank

Lenses of sand inside the layer of pebbles
Clayish with some | arge
Ancient river ands/plain with flints in higher parts

stone;

base

of

or

vV e
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The discovery oflint implementscharcoal part of a sea shedinda bone fragmerfrom
beneathhe ancient riverbankas showrhat there was a Middle Stone Age settlenmant
the site ofSt .  JS#rawte Bhé discovery of a Mesolithic camp site shatat people
were living in the town afar backas 6,000 to 10,000 years agsuch sites raranduntil
now the earliest known settlement Monmouthwas believed to haveeen only about
2,500 year®ld. Thesepeople were among the firsxplorersof the country following the
end of the last Ice Age, some 11,000 years ago.

At the time of this camp, the River Wyellowed a different course from that of today,

then running alongside whatisnow St.thes 6 Street . The peopl e
have been "huntegathererst small nomadic groupkving in temporary campdyefore

the invention of agriculture and of permanent settlemens.implements discovered on

the camp site are made of flintarrow points ad harpoon barbs, together wiitaste

flakes, some burned in g fires - proving that peoplewere living and working
there.The bone fragment is undiagnostic but tharineshell must have been brought to

the site by people possibly as pardf a necklace or some other ornameéra practice
well-known amongst Mesolithic peoples.

Two very straight holl ows set at right a
left by rotted wooden objects; these appear to have been associatednuittber of
flints (photographs).

The finds wereexamined and dated Iyr. Elizabeth Walker, Curator of Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic Archaeology at the Amgueddfa CymNational Museum Wales in Cardiff
(See report on these finds by Dr. Elizabeth Walker,Hihds Summary, p§3)
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Some of the Mesolithicl i nt s from St. Jameso Street (
Photograph B Denis Loffhagen




23 Iron Age Sherd

Flood plain with*
Mesollthlc remams

The riverbark pebbles over the sand of the flood pK;kuwer)
PhotograptBy Denis Loffhagen

The 0 f o s sre Irunring dli@gonélly &amurighta left and associated with
Mesolithic flints (*Flint)



