KEITH KISSACK

Victorian Monmouth

Sport (like Cricket) depended on the enthusiasm and patronage of the gentry,
and filtered down.

Racing on Chippenham depended on goodwill and encouragement of
Common Council (who controlled the Chippy course).

Two-day event. Relied for success on presence of gentry for the assizes and the
participation of the Militia officers.

Race course attracted the disreputable. Target for moralists (clergy) in the
Beacon (founded 1837). 1846 a correspondent complained of the drunkenness,
quarrelling, lewdness and profanity encountered on Chippenham. He was
backed up by an 1836 letter from six clergymen who set out the reasons for not
going to the races, including: a race course is a place of great temptation, and all
the vilest characters, the very dregs of society, assemble on a race course.

Those dregs must have included the Duke of Beaufort, a keen supporter, who
had private grandstand in the garden of Cornwall House.

Monmouth Hunt Club founded in 1834 — the Hunt Race Meeting became a

regular event.

Monmouth Polo Club began an annual meeting for polo ponies and galloways
in 1882.

The Workingmen’s Institute strongly opposed racing.

'The secretary had to cut out all references to horses and betting before placing
the newspapers in the Reading Room. An attempt to stop this was heavily
defeated in 1906.

First meeting on Vauxhall was 17/18 March 1903 and a County Race Club
was formed. The Beacon said the meeting was a distinct success. Hedges had
been cut to enable the horses to be seen from all around the course and there
were grandiose plans for a Members’ Stand, Grandstand and Luncheon Rooms,
which would make Monmouth into a centre for National Hunt meetings.

By the following spring meeting there had been improvements, and admission
was one shilling.

Only the Members’ Stand was built (was Hokey Pokey’s painting wishful
thinking?), and attendances proved disappointing.

Outbreak of WWI brought racing to an end. Revived in October 1919,
promising start, excellent attendance at first meeting, then a falling off.
1930 an appeal for funds, £200 subscribed, but by the autumn of 1933 racing

came to an end.



DEREK JONES:

Father’s paint shop was at 75 Monnow Street. We used to put chairs out on
the flat roof at the back to watch the races (nb the hessian along the railings in
Priory Street).

Spring and autumn fixtures. In their heyday, punters came in from far and
wide, with special trains laid on.

BRIAN LEE

Racing Rogues and Welsh Steeplechase Jockeys

According to Chris Pitts “A Long Time Gone” the Monmouth Hunt races first
took place under NH rules on 28 Sept 1880, being held at Vauxhall Meadows.
They lasted a couple of years but were revived in 1895.

'The Racing Calendar records results of flat races in the area way back in 1774.
There are references to the first Grand National winner, Lottery, winning a
three-mile chase at Monmouth in 1841.

Dual Grand National winner The Lamb ran at the Abergavenny & Monmouth
Hunts meeting in 1872.



